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Introduction

Cooperative learning as a new strategy for

hard of hearing students helps teacher not to be just

sender of information , but a guide and a collaborator.

Accordingly , students become active , collaborative
learner , not just a receiver of information .- This will
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not possible unless there is interaction between and
among teacher and students on one side , and students
and their peers on the other side .

Hard — hearing students have low self —
concept due to low levels of communication kills . A
growing body of research indicates the effectiveness
of Cooperative learning strategies on developing self
- concept of special needs students in general , and
specifically hard — hearing students.

The main aim of Cooperative learning is
teaching students how to love one another , their
schools and teachers , and work in groups (social
skills) . Cooperative leamning for students does not
mean that on student sits beside his classmate
watching him while performing a certain task , but is a
kind of interdependence ( Johnson & Johnson, 1986:
6-9)

Presseisen, (1992) states that Cooperative
learning is a set of learning strategies that promote -
students to work together ( P.1)

The more heterogeneous students are in the
group , the better their performance are , as high —
performance students help their low — performance
students (Johnson & Johnson, 1988:1).

Students ; through cooperative learning lean in
group , and this helps them develop their social skills
(Adarns, 1990: 6). ) )

For cooperative learning to be successful , there
are two perquisites: the  group objectives , and
individual responsibility . Bach individual seeks to
achieve group's goals as much as possible.. At the
same time , takes over his responsibility in order to
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help the other members of the group ( Kagan , 1990 ,

P. 15-28) .

A bulk of literature states that Hard — Hearing
students suffer from isolation , loneliness, poor self
concept and limited social skills . This is due to the
handicap and attitude towards it ( Seri , 2004:18) .

Anna ( 2001) , and Kirsten ( 2007) both stated
that hard- hearing students have poor self — concept .
Thus, this study addresses the following questions :
1- ~ Are there statistical differences in mean ranks

in pre- post testing for experimental group on the
dimensions of the self — concept scale ?

2-  Are there statistical differences in mean ranks in
pre- post testing for experimental group on
achievement test ?

3-  Are there statistical differences in mean ranks in
post testing between experimental and control
groups on the dimensions of the self — concept

scale ?

4-  Are there statistical differences in mean ranks in
post testing between experimental and control
groups on achievement test 7

Purposes :

The main purpose of this research study was to
develop self ~ concept of hard- hearing students and
their academic achievement in social studies through a
cooperative learning program .

Significance :

(1) Theoretical Significance

a. The Significance of this research study lies in the
topic it deal with , whereas the variables being
studied are important in the life of hard — hearing
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student . Cooperative learning training stimulates.
social interactions with others , as well as
developing self concept . .

b. The rarity of studies that used a cooperative
learning based program to develop self concept in
hard- hearing students .

(2) Implicational Significance

a. Developing a cooperative leaming based program
for hard — hearing students.

b. Developing a social studies achievement test for
hard - hearing students.

Hypotheses : -

1- There are statistical differences in mean ranks in
pre- post testing for experimental group on the
dimensions of the self — concept scale in favor of
post testing, :

2- There are statistical differences in mean ranks in
pre- post testing for experimental group on
Achievement test in favor of post testing.

3- There are statistical differences in mean ranks in
post testing between experimental and control
groups on the dimensions of the self - concept

scale in favor of experimental group.

4- There are statistical differences in mean ranks in
post testing between experimental and control
groups on achievement test in favor of
experimental group.

Limitations

This research study is limited to participanifs |
instrumentations , and statistical methods used by the
researcher.

Participants
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Twenty — four hard — hearing six graders
participated in this research study. They aged 10.11 to
11.11 years ( M= 114, SD = 0.55) , and had IQ of 95
to 110 ( M= 103.45, SD = 4.69) .

Instrumentation

1- Non — verbal intelligence test ( Saleh , A, 1978)

2- Children self ~ concept scale ( Al Ashwal , 1984)

3- Advanced social — economic — cultural level of
Egyptian Family scale ( Bacomy , 2000)

4- Achievement test ( By researcher )

5- Training program ( By researcher )

Findings

1- There are statistical differences in mean ranks in
pre- post testing for experimental group on the
dimensions of the self — concept scale in favor of
post testing.

2- There are statistical differences in mean ranks in
pre- post testing for experimental group on
Achievement test in favor of post testing.

3- There are statistical differences in mean ranks in
post testing between experimental and control
groups on the dimensions of the self — concept

scale in favor of experimental group.

4- There are statistical differences in mean ranks in
post testing between experimental and control
groups on achievement test in favor of
experimental group.
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